NOTES- 3/25/2020 Weekly Small Business COVID-19 call/webinar

Register for the weekly call/webinar here: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/6719471105046052620


Intros + housekeeping

· Today’s webinar is being recorded and is scheduled to last 1 hour, including Q & A 
· All participants will be muted to enable the speakers to present without interruption 
· Questions can be submitted any time via the ‘Questions’ screen on the GoToWebinar control panel; please only use chat box for logistical purposes. 
· Slides and a recording of this presentation will be available 1-2 days after the webinar on bottomline.seattle.gov 
· Calls will be scheduled weekly for the next 5 weeks 11am-12pm 
COVID-19 update, Seattle King County Public Health
March 18th, bringing the confirmed case count total in King County to 562. In addition, ten new deaths are reported, bringing the total number of confirmed deaths to 56. 
On March 13, 2020, the President declared a National Emergency. Washington State Governor Jay Inslee, expanded the school closures statewide. On March 16, 2020, King County Executive Dow Constantine and Health Officer Jeff Duchin announced additional social distancing and mitigation actions to limit the spread of COVID-19. The Washington State Governor's Proclamation and Local Health Officer Order required closures and changes to businesses for many King County, as well as prohibitions on gatherings of more than 50 people and guidelines for gatherings of fewer than 50 people. 
 
HMAC OBJECTIVES: 
1. Ensure comprehensive responder safety strategy is implemented and maintained, including social distancing strategies for HMAC 
2. Develop and disseminate messages and materials for the public, media, employees, community partners, and healthcare providers 
3. Conduct surveillance for community level transmission and monitor impact of disease on King County 
4. Conduct case contact tracing for priority cases and those at greatest risk (e.g. healthcare facilities, schools and congregate care settings) and determine cadence for reporting 
5. Implement systems to manage increase in call volumes from the public and healthcare providers 
6. Support prioritization of requests for personal protective equipment to healthcare facilities 
7. Provide guidance and assistance to vulnerable populations and impacted groups including healthcare facilities, EMS, schools and other institutions

Weekly Updates, Office of Economic Development

City of Seattle Resource Page 
To help communities significantly impacted by COVID-19 in Seattle, the City of Seattle created a new centralized website where residents can find information about relief programs offered by the City, the County and the State. This site pulls together resources for workers, artists, small businesses, non-profits, parents, homeowners, and community members to make it easier for City of Seattle residents to find assistance during this unprecedented public health crisis. You can visit the statewide website here.

The Mayor’s Office also plans to roll out an interactive map for small businesses as part of the City’s #SupportSeattleSmallBiz campaign. As more resources become available, the site will be updated.

Find the community resource page through the link above, or visit http://www.seattle.gov/mayor/covid-19

#SupportSeattleSmallBiz map 
In partnership with the Mayor’s office, the #SupportSeattleSmallBiz campaign is OED’s social media campaign that aims to engage with both consumers and businesses to amplify which small businesses are still open. 
Post your pictures and videos from your favorite Seattle restaurants, bars, and cafes that are doing delivery, to-go, and drive-through with #SupportSeattleSmallBiz and #WeGotThisSeattle, and tag @SeattleEconomy.
We’re also asking small businesses to tell their stories and join in. We’ll be sure to help spread the word about businesses that are open for delivery, take out, and/or drive-through. Contact: Hana Tadesse Hana.Tadesse@seattle.gov

Governor's Stay Home, Stay Healthy order 
This order bans all gatherings of people for social, recreational and spiritual purposes in public and closes all “non-essential” businesses for a minimum of two weeks, effective immediately. You can read more about the Governor’s order on his website. 
Essential businesses that will NOT be limited by this order include restaurants and others providing delivery and to-go services; restaurants can continue to offer to-go and delivery service. 
We will continue to spread the word about the need to #SupportSeattleSmallBiz through our social media campaign highlighting the many restaurants, cafes, and breweries that can continue limited operations under the Governor’s order and providing takeout, delivery, curbside pickup, and or/drive through services. Click here to learn more.  

Workforce updates 
Employment Security Department webinars 
WA ESD Webinar about Filing Unemployment Insurance Claims Online through eServices 3/25-27; 3-4pm  https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/introduction-to-unemployment-insurance-public-webinar  
Issues with filing a claim? 1-855-682-0785  
Updates from ESD: 
· If you are laid off work as a result of the governor’s stay home order issued on March 23, you are eligible for unemployment benefits.  
· When you apply for benefits, you should select “laid off” as your reason for separating from your employer. Choose "Company temporarily closed" from the secondary options.  
· Work search requirements are optional for all claimants until further notice.  
· Employees can request standby status for up to 12 weeks.  
· The one-week waiting period to be eligible for unemployment benefits is waived.  
· Gig workers are encouraged to apply.  

Permit Fee Extension for Retail Food Establishments 
Through May 31, 2020, you will not be charged a late fee for annual food establishment permit renewals. 
New food service establishments that open during this year will be charged a quarterly prorated fee for annual permits. 
We will refund permit fees for cancelled temporary food service events. 
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/environmental-health/food-safety/food-business-permit/permit-fee-extension.aspx   

Stabilization Fund
Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis and grantees are selected each Friday. Grantees will be contacted by OED staff within 1-2 business days to be notified, and to collect all required documentation for release of funds. Grantees can expect to receive their money a week after they have submitted all required documents. 
Businesses who did not receive funding will hear from OED by the week of April 6th via email.


Announcements:
Temporary loading zones for curbside pickup—map now available 
http://seattlecitygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=062a7361cfe04a95b0b54ea78afb260c  
Economic impact analysis update—closing 3/31  
www.greater-seattle.com/economic-impact-survey 

