April 22, 2020 – Weekly Wednesday OED Webinar
Kirstin Wysen, Policy Analyst (Public Health Update) 
Updates: 
· Covid-19 transmits without symptoms. People don’t know if they are transmitting. Asymptomatic residents should wear masks. 
· Taking precautions to avoid second wave. More people died in the second wave of the 1918 Spanish Flu. Avoid deaths in summer or fall.
· This won’t be over for the next year or two: the virus will continue to be around. Things won’t return to normal for a long time.
· Counties are doing a great job: King, Snohomish, Pierce have reported fewer people infected now. 
· Messaging: 6 ft apart. Social distancing. Athletes helping with media campaign.
· If two people in each household interact with one new person, everyone in the household is at risk.
· Beware of scammers and misinformation – Use trusted resources like cities, counties, and state information sites. 
Resources: If businesses are not compliant with social distancing rules, you can call the resources listed to report it (refer to Kirstin’s PowerPoint slides for info).
OED
Updates: 
· SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) and Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) funding paused; possibly opening up soon
· Stabilization Fund – closed – City of Seattle administering
· Gov Working Washington Grant – closed – WA dept of commerce administering
· We will have updated information on our website or people can call (206) 684-8090
(PowerPoint slide provides more comprehensive updates)
Communities Rise  - Jodi Nishioka
Updates:
· PPP & EIDL – opening up again soon (this Friday or early next week). Be prepared.
· Passed US Senate 4/21; US House expected to approve Thurs 4/23 or Friday 4/24. Trump will sign. 
· EIDL application is short and online
· PPP is through banks
· Banks may start processing PPP applications as early as Friday, over the weekend, or next Monday. Check with banks to see what else you need to complete paperwork.
· Communities Rise has a list of documents banks are looking for
· New round has set aside money for CDFI’s and smaller banks
· Paypal is also processing PPP
Resources:
· Communities Rise will walk through the PPP & EIDL application via video. This is available on their website. 
Key message to businesses: Get ready now when doors open. 
· Free Small Business Legal Clinic – Available to businesses affected by Covid-19 with less than 50 employees. Free 60 min legal business consultation. Consultation can help businesses with amending their leases, how to communicate a furlough to employees, employee, amending contracts businesses are not able to complete. 
Key message: Go to their website and complete an intake form for access to a free small business legal advice.
· Letter Templates - Community Rise is working with OED to develop letter templates for businesses to send to landlords, draft lease amendment showing options of a repayment plan (including talking points). There will be a video available on how to use these tools soon (as soon as next week). These can be discussed with the attorney during the free consultations. 

Nathan Farher – Moratorium on evictions 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Key message on Lease-related matters: Communicate with landlord to determine a payment plan. 
Updates:
· As of April 16, landlords were prohibited from raising rents. 
· Must substantiate these with your landlord to receive these benefits.
· Residential tenant – can’t withhold any of the security deposit.
· Small business/nonprofits – greater protections.
· Landlords are not supposed to enforce removal. 
· Imposes a recommendation – landlords shall endeavor to develop a payment plan with the tenant. 
· If tenant is unable to make a payment, there are a range of remedies – Ex. 1-3 months of deferred rent. Amortized rent over a certain of rent at the end of your lease.
· Landlords can’t penalize for lost rent or late fees right now. 
· All of the new orders (city and state) preclude evictions. People should contemplate trying to reach some arrangement with landlord/tenant. 
· One thing that is now being discussed with respect to residential leases: We are going to give you notice for a technical default on your lease. Holding security deposit. Orders do not prevent landlords from taking this if you can’t pay.
· Orders do not expressly prohibit the exercise of other remedies short of an eviction. 
· May be able to apply security deposit towards payment that is not satisfied. 
· If an eviction was pending, the evictions may be granted. Key takeaway: Communication on both sides is key. Tenants have the ability to come up with a payment plan, such as 12 months after Stay at Home order has been lifted to pay deferred rent. 
· Questions from audience: Can a landlord request personal finance statements if a tenant is requesting relief?
Answer: Depends on the nature of the lease. Range of variables comes into play. From government’s POV, there is no right to request. To the extent that personal financials were part of the lease underwriting – if you provided the landlord information about personal finances when you originally got the lease – then re-requesting those financials today isn’t unusual. For commercial tenants, (LLC or company) without personal guarantee indicated in the least, then asking for those financials does not have merit on the business’ ability to perform. 
Nathan Farher would be wary of request to provide personal financials. Depends on how those partnerships are structured. Depends on parties involved. (In summary: it’s not okay to ask for personal financials unless they were previously required as part of the original lease underwriting)
Mark Soloman – Crime Prevention
Updates: 
· Currently there are 6 crime prevention coordinators for Seattle (One for each of the 5 areas in Seattle and one city wide)
Resources:
· Services provide: 
1. Security assessments (CPTED model)
2. Trainings (personal safety and workplace safety, robbery, crime reporting)
3. Technical assistance (loss prevention)
4. Information (crime trends, alerts, bulletins, newsletters, social media posts)
5. Resources and connection to city, county, other programs).
· Business Watch Program: Using same principles similar to Residential Block Watch. 
1. Voluntary participation program designed to serve as a collaborative effort. Neighbors look out for each other. Intention: Promote communication between businesses. Communicate with police department. 
· Community Police Teams: 
1. They address issues that calling 911 won’t resolve. Each precinct deploys CPT differently depending on precinct needs. Not the primary for homeless/RV. 
2. Primary contacts for trespass program. Allows enforcement personnel to enter a private property.
· Burglary prevention best practices: 
1. Make sure business address and name is clearly visible. 
2. Post emergency contact near the front or rear of your business. 
3. Deadbolt locks. 
4. Windows should have secure locks and burglar-resistant glass. 
5. Remove things that are visible from the window. 
6. Consider installing cameras (high resolution. Eye level. Recognize facial features. 1080 dpi). 
7. Check on your businesses, especially if it’s boarded up right now. 
8. Install loud alarms. 
9. Cash registers (empty them), tip jars (put behind counter at the end of the day),
10. Consider getting PO Box for mail. 
